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hesitated to use what printed sources are available for those letters
of which the originals could not be traced. Where I had photo-
stats, I have printed a literal text. Thackeray, the most informal
of letter writers, was a past master at shaping his sentences in the
precise contour of his thoughts by oddities of punctuation and
orthography and by whimsical distortions of words not unlike
Swift's "little language" in the Journal to Stella. Not to reproduce
these peculiarities faithfully would be to falsify the tone and blur
the meaning of his letters. I have consulted the reader's conven-
ience, however, in some minor normalizations: all new paragraphs
have been indented, though Thackeray often indicates paragraph-
ing merely by a wide break between sentences 5 all postscripts are
printed below the body of the letter, no matter where they appear
in the original $ all symbols for and are transcribed by &$ and most
dashes and colons under superior letters are printed as dots.

Dating. Thackeray rarely dated his letters in fullj he often
failed to give any indication of date whatsoever $ and the dates he
did supply were not always accurate. Consequently the task of
arranging his correspondence in chronological order was a difficult
one, resembling nothing so much as putting together a huge jig-
saw puzzle of which half the pieces are missing. Postmarks were
helpful in many instances, and internal evidence provided a precise
date in many more. But a number of short notes remained that
could not be placed within a year, and these have been arranged by
correspondents under the heading "Letters of Uncertain Date."

Headnotes. Taken together, the list of letters and headnotes
supply the address (if any) 5 the postmarks (if any), only the
first and last being noted where there are more than two 5 the
place and extent of first previous publication and of subsequent
publications in which additional matter was included $ the source of
the text here printed $ and the location of the original. Where
letters were published in book form shortly after they appeared in
magazines, I have judged it more convenient to give my references
to the book. To the statement "hitherto unpublished," wherever it
occurs, I must add the qualifying phrase, "to the best of my knowl-
edge." If no source is indicated for the text, as is true of the great